
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Takeaways 

 

 

 The Winter Session 
was implemented to 
assist students 
accelerate their goal 
completion. 
 

 Nearly 400 students 
enrolled in a Winter 
Session course. 

 
 There was an 85% 

success rates for all 
courses. 
 

 Current Montgomery 
County Community 
College students were 
just as successful in 
their courses as were 
Guest students. 
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Winter Session:  Student Success Results 
 

The College created its first Winter Session which occurred after 
the end of the Fall 2013 semester.  The rationale for the Winter 
Session was to permit students to earn additional credits to catch 
up or get ahead on their degree. The credits students earn would 
transfer seamlessly for our Guest students or be used to meet the 
educational goals of our current students. 
 
Other community colleges in the area which offer these types of 
intersession semesters included:   Bucks County Community 
College, Northampton Community College, and Lehigh Carbon 
Community College, as well as others, where they provided a 
Winter Session so students could enroll during the Holiday break. 
 
Who Enrolled? 
 
The College’s Winter Session occurred from December 18, 2013 to 
January 11, 2014.  A total of 394 students enrolled in one of 24 
courses which were offered.   
 
Of the 394 students enrolled during the Winter Session, 256 or 
65% of the student were current Montgomery County Community 
College students, while 138 or 35% were Guest students from 
other institutions of higher education.  Students from our College 
were mostly enrolled in the following programs:  Liberal Arts 
(n=71); Nursing-General Studies (n=42); Business Administration 
(n=23); General Studies (n=18); and a tie between Social Science-
Psychology Option (n=11) and Criminal Justice (n=11). 
 
The profile of all students enrolled during the session were:  

 72% female (n=283) 
 68% Caucasian/White (n=269) 
 12% Unknown Ethnicity/Race (n=48) 
 11% African-American/Black (n=45) 
 Average Age=25 (Age Ranges from 16 to 66) 

 
Many who enrolled during the Session lived mostly Montgomery 
County (i.e., Lansdale, Pottstown, Royersford, Norristown, and 
Hatfield).  In terms of distance, there was one student who 
enrolled from Boyce, Virginia and one from El Dorado, Kansas.   
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Results 
 
Overall Success 
 
The overall student success rate for the entire 
Winter Session was 85.1% (see Table 1).  In 
addition, 55% of all grades for this session were 
either a grade of “A” or “A-.” 
 
Table 1:  Overall Success Rates  
 All 

Students 
Native 
Students 

Guest 
Students 

Success 85% 83% 88% 
Total 332 210 122 
 
Success rates were also disaggregated by those 
who were the College’s current students (i.e., 
Native) and Guest students.  As provided in Table 
1, Guest students had slightly higher success rate 
than Native students, albeit by only five 
percentage points.  Overall both groups were 
quite successful. 
 
Course Success 
 
A large number of individual course had success 
rates of 75% or higher.  For instance, the largest 
enrolled Winter Session courses and their success 
rates are listed in Table 2. 
 
Table 2:  Course Success Rates 
 Success % Success # 
ESW 206 82% 42 
HIS 102 100% 27 
PSY 206 96% 25 
PSY 136 88% 22 
PSY 101 80% 20 
SOC 101 92% 22 
 
Success rates for the more highly enrolled courses 
ranged from 100% success to 80% success.   
 
Conversely, there were two courses which had 
higher non-success rates:  ENG 102 (44% success) 
and POL 124 (43% success).  These were the only 
two courses where the success rates were lower 

than their non-success rates.  [Note: POL 124 only 
had seven students enrolled]. 
 
Success by Native and Guest 
 
Guest 
Guest students enrolled in large numbers in two 
courses:  ESW 206 (n=19) and PSY 206 (n=12).  
Students from other college/universities were 
successful in these two courses having success 
rates of 95% in ESW 206 and 92% in PSY 206.  In 
fact, the only course with a low success rate for 
anyone who was a Guest student was in POL 124.  
However, there was only one Guest student 
enrolled in that class. 
 
Native 
As with Guest students, Native students were 
academically successful in the Winter Session 
courses as well.  Native students, in highly 
enrolled courses, had success rates of 75% (n=24) 
in ESW 206; 100% in HIS 101 (n=19); and 90% in 
PSY 136 (n=18).  The only highly enrolled course 
where Native students were not as successful was 
in ENG 102 where only 45% (n=9) were 
successful. 
 
Possible Next Steps for the Winter Session? 
 
Currently, there is a Winter Session Taskforce that 
is reviewing the success data, as well as survey 
data, from students enrolled during the session.  
Plans for a Winter Session 2014 will be based on a 
review of the data from the current session to 
ensure that the quality and rigor of our 
educational offerings are maintained.   
 
If you would like more information about the 
Winter Session and its future plans, please contact 
Debbie Dalrymple at ddalrymp@mc3.edu. 
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