
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights from this 

Article 

 
 Students who tested into 

English 101 in the lower 

Accuplacer cut scores 

between 86-100 were as 

successful as those who 

placed into the same course 

via traditional methods. 

 

 Those who took the 

WritePlacer Exam were 

successful in English 101.  

However, those who scored 

a 4 on the exam were less 

likely to be successful in the 

course. 

 

 Those students who were 

exempt from taking the 

placement test for English 

based on their SAT English 

exam were very successful 

in English 101. 
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English Placement Changes Accelerate Student 

Progression 
 

As we continue our work to support students in their academic 

success, one area of focus has been to accelerate student progression in 

their programs by decreasing the amount of time spent in 

developmental courses when appropriate to do so. In English, 

Accuplacer cut scores were adjusted to place more students directly 

into English 101.  Scores from the SAT English exams were also used 

to place students.  The hypotheses articulated suggests the following:  

Students who are now placed in college-level courses would do as well 

as those who placed into those courses based on the former cut scores. 

 

New Accuplacer Scores for English 101 

 

Prior to the Fall 2010 semester, students who scored between 86 and 

100 on the Accuplacer English test were referred to English 011.  

During the first week of the semester, many English 011 faculty would 

administer a “diagnostic” writing assessment to determine if students 

needed to be in developmental English or if they had the skill set to 

move up to English 101. 

 

In addition, the College also analyzed other community colleges’ 

Accuplacer cut scores to determine placement.  Based on faculty 

feedback, as well as comparative analysis, the College Accuplacer cut 

scores were lowered to 86 since there was general agreement that 

students scoring in this range could succeed in college-level English. 
 

The initial list of students who scored in the 86-100 range during the 

Fall 2010 semester totaled 730.  Of those students, 526 students 

enrolled in English 101 for the Fall 2010 semester.  The students who 

tested between 86 and 100 had a success rate of 69.0%; the overall 

success rate for English 101 was 69.3% (see Table 1).   
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Table 1 Success 

Rate 

# 

Success 

Non-

Success 

Rate 

# Non-

Success 

New 

English 

101 Cut 

Scores 

69.0% 363 31.0% 163 

Total 

English 

101 

69.3% 1749 30.7% 775 

 
Since there was no difference in the success rate 

between those who scored between 86 and100 and 

those who would have placed into English 101 via 

prior modes, lowering the cut scores supports the 

hypothesis that these students perform academically 

as well as other English 101 students. 

 
WritePlacer Placement 

 

Students who wish to retake their English placement 

test can do so via WritePlacer.  The scores for 

WritePlacer are set as follows: 

 

 0-1 Placement English 010 

 2-3 Placement English 011 

 4 or higher Placement English 101 

Two groups were assessed on the WritePlacer:  The 

first group of students who placed into English 101 

via the WritePlacer exam (n=506) with scores of 4 or 

higher had a success rate of 70.9% (n=359); this was 

slightly higher than the overall English 101 success 

rate of 69.3%.  

 

The second group of students who just scored a “4” on 

the WritePlacer exam (n=142) had a success rate of 

60.6% (n=86).  This was approximately nine points 

lower than the overall English 101 success rate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAT Writing Exemption: English 101 

 

A total of 48 students were exempt from taking the 

Accuplacer English placement exam based on an 

SAT writing score of 500 or higher and were placed 

directly into English 101.  A total of 28 students who 

were exempt from the placement test enrolled in 

English 101 for the Fall 2010 semester; these 

students had a success rate of 85.7% (n=24). 

 
Implications for English 

 

In all areas, the strategies seem successful for all 

students.  The data suggests that lowering the 

Accuplacer cut scores was beneficial for students by 

enabling them to take college-level English, and 

there does not seem to be any negative consequences 

in terms of students being successful in the course.   

 

The WritePlacer data indicates that students who 

score 4 or higher are just as successful as other 

English 101 students.  Those that scored just a 4 were 

successful but not at the rate of other English 101 

students. 

 

The early data also indicates that those who were 

exempt from taking the Accuplacer exam and placed 

into English 101 were highly successful.   

 
Conclusion 
 
Early results indicate that these new placement 

procedures confirm the various hypotheses that 

students would do, at minimum, at least as well as 

those students placing into those courses using the 

former placement procedures. Providing students an 

opportunity to start with college-level coursework 

saves them both time and money as they work 

towards earning their degrees. 

 

 
 


