
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights from this 

Article 

 
 Individuals who test below 

a 5th grade proficiency in 
all three placement exams 
are referred to the 
Link2Success program. 

 
 Depending on their success 

in the program, they may 
enroll at the College.   

 
 Career counseling 

pathways exist for those 
that do not meet the 
requirements of the 
program. 

 
 Students who are referred 

to the program are diverse 
in terms of gender, 
race/ethnicity, and where 
they live. 
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Link2Success:  Providing a Pathway for Student Success 
 

 

 

The College, in cooperation with the YWCA Tri-County Area Adult 
Literacy Program, offers their Adult Basic Education program, 
Link2Success (L2S), on the College’s two campuses in Blue Bell and 
Pottstown.   The purpose of the program is to provide individuals, who 
have extremely low academic skill sets, the opportunity to become more 
academically proficient.  This program began in May 2010. 

Who Are Referred to L2S? 

Individuals who test below approximately a 5th grade level on all three 
placement tests (Mathematics, Reading, and English) are required to 
successfully complete this transition program before they can enroll at 
the College.  The Program is taught by YWCA Tri-County Area Adult 
Literacy Program instructors, which is overseen by the Director of the 
YWCA Tri-County Area Adult Literacy Program.  These faculty utilize 
Montgomery County Community College developmental course 
curricula, as well as state-mandated Adult-Basic Literacy Education 
(ABLE) curricula to help facilitate these students’ learning.   Most of the 
students are aware that they need this help, but some students routinely 
do not want to put forth the effort or time to do well and many have 
severe learning disabilities.    

What Is the Curricular Component? 

Courses are offered one day per week for three hours with a skills 
laboratory for two additional hours per week.  Each semester starts with 
a discussion about time management and study skills.  Throughout the 
semester, these concepts are reinforced, both as a group discussion and 
also by having individual discussions with the students.  It is stressed 
that these courses are only the beginning and that students need to learn 
certain skills because more will be required of them, and the material 
will become more difficult as they work toward educational and career 
goals. 
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Testing and Possible Entry to the College 
 
On average, entry Test of Adult Basic Education 
(TABE) scores for the students range between low 4th 
grade to high 6th grade levels. During the fall 2010, 6 
out of 11 students brought their skill level up in one or 
more areas.  The students who are at the higher TABE 
levels can do well enough to be ready to retake the 
placement test after one semester; however, in the fall, 
only two of these students were permitted to re-take 
the placement test.  Those two students have yet to 
enroll at the College.   
 
Those with lower skill levels may need two semesters 
of L2S, and if they work diligently, they will be 
successful enough to be ready to retake the placement 
test.  Some students will still not be ready to retake the 
placement test after two semesters of L2S preparation 
because of low test scores.   
 
Career Focus 
 
Third semester Link2Success (L2S) students are 
redirected to Career Pathways, which is affiliated with 
the YWCA, which provides workplace essential skills, 
and CareerLink. Using the Foundation Skills 
Framework Resources and Career Inventory Survey, 
students are directed to determine a career goal. 
Career exploration includes potential jobs in trades 
and healthcare offering manageable stepping stones of 
skills building. Progression through curricula is 
supported by multiple navigational aids showing 
connections between education, skills, and career 
opportunities. This bridge program guides entry-level 
workers toward unskilled and semi-skilled 
employment.  Students sign up and are connected to 
CareerLink information, workshops, and assistance.  
Students are assisted in resume writing, applying for 
employment online, creating an appropriate email for 
potential online employer communications, and 
interviewing skills.   CareerLink is affiliated with the 
Montgomery County Workforce Investment Board 
(WIB) 
 
Who Are These Students? 
 
Since the inception of the program, 156 individuals 
have been referred to the Link2Success program.  
Thus far 45 individuals have taken advantage of the  

 
 
program (30 students at Central and 15 students at 
West).  
 
Profile of Students 
 
Gender Number Percentage 

Female 73 48% 

Male 81 52% 
*out of 154 

 
Race/Ethnicity Number Percentage 

White 60 41% 

Black/Af Am 58 39% 

Latino 19 13% 
*out of 147 

 
City of 
Residence 

Number Percentage 

Pottstown 26 17% 

Norristown 24 16% 

Philadelphia 18 12% 

Lansdale 11 7% 
*out of 152 

 

Age  

Average Age 23 years old 

Range of Ages 17-53 years of age 

Largest Number of Ages 
Reported 

22 years of age 

 
Next Steps 
 
While none of the students who have been referred to 
the program and enrolled in Link2Success courses 
have yet to enroll at the College, the pathways to assist 
these students have been established for those 
students who have low basic academic skills.  As the 
partnership progresses, individuals will take 
advantage of this program and eventually become 
proficient and therefore enroll at the College in order 
to meet their educational goals. 
 
If you have any further questions about the 
Link2Success program, please contact Dr. Medea 
Rambish at 215-641-6637. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


