
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights from this 

Article 

 
 A large percentage of 

students from the overall 
cohort do not enroll after 
one year. 

 
 College-Ready students are 

more likely to have 
progressed (i.e., graduated, 
transferred, or still 
enrolled) than those in the 
overall cohort. 

 
 There are still “pockets” of 

college-ready students 
who do not progress as 
well as the overall college-
ready cohort (e.g., African-
American/Black students 
and non-traditional aged 
students). 
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Progression and Completion:  College-Ready Students  
 

In the College’s attempt to ascertain whether students are successful 
in their educational pursuits, a series of Progression and Completion 
studies have been conducted to determine how various subgroups of 
students are advancing.  The study is in alignment with the College 
Board’s College Completion Agenda, in which Recommendation Nine 
suggests the following: 
 
“…that institutions of higher education set out to dramatically 
increase college completion rates by improving retention, easing 
transfer among institutions and implementing data-based 
strategies to identify retention and dropout challenges.”     
 
The College demonstrates its commitment to this essential work with 
the Board of Trustees endorsing the “College Completion Pledge” in 
January, followed by the commitment of our student leaders in March 
at a Completion Rally, led by the Phi Theta Kappa chapters and the 
Student Government Association at both campuses.  
 
Purpose of Study 
To track the 2006 cohort to discern whether these students had, after 
five years, graduated, transferred, or were still enrolled at the College.   
The overall cohort is compared to a subpopulation of students, which, 
in this case, is “College-ready” students. 
 
Students 
The overall cohort was comprised of students whose first year at the 
College was during the 2006 fall and/or summer semester(s).  
College-ready students were defined as those who placed into College 
Level courses in all three placement tests (Math, English, and 
Reading); an exemption from placement testing based on scores on 
other tests (i.e., SAT Math, SAT English, etc.) was considered to be 
placement into a college-level course. 
 
Students were counted only one time per semester with “graduated" 
trumping “transferred” and “transferred” trumping “persisted.”  For 
example, if a student graduated the College in Fall 2008, that student 
would count as “graduated” for the Fall 2008 semester and beyond, 
even if she subsequently transferred or returned to take additional 
classes at the College.  Students who did not graduate or transfer are 
counted as “persisted” for each semester they attend whether or not 
those semesters are consecutive. 
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Students were considered to have “transferred” if 
they had transferred to another four year college or 
university and, as previously mentioned, if they had 
not graduated from the College.  Transfer data was 
gathered from the National Student  Clearinghouse.  
 
Overall there were: 
 

2006 Overall Cohort 
students 

2006 College-Ready 
Cohort students 

3746 637 

 
Findings 
 
One of the more concerning findings from the 
analysis was that by the Fall 2007 semester, roughly 
45% of the overall 2006 cohort were lost: they 
never return to the College, they did not transfer, 
and they did not graduate.  While the Fall 2007 
attrition rate is less for those that are College-ready, 
it is still high: approximately 35% of these students 
do not return, graduate, nor transfer.  However, after 

that first year (Fall 2006 to Fall 2007), the sharp 

decrease in the rate of Progression & Completion (total 

graduated, transferred, or persisted) leveled off for both 

groups.   
 
When tracking out both sets of students through Fall 
2010, the cumulative effect is not surprising:  
College-ready students make more progress than 
the overall 2006 cohort. 
 
Chart 1: Fall 2010 Total Completion and Progression 
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College -Ready students were further segmented to 
determine if there were any gaps in overall 
Progression & Completion.  As seen in Table 1, 
nearly all College-ready subgroups had total 
Progression & Completion rates above that of the 
overall 2006 cohort.  Other subgroups have a rate 
higher than the overall 2006 cohort, but lower than 
the overall College-ready Progression & Completion 
rate (e.g., African American/Black and Non-
Traditional Aged).   
 

  Fall 2006 Fall 2010 

Table 1:  Progression 
& Completion by 
College Ready 
Subgroup # % # % 
College Ready:  
Race/Ethnicity 

    African American 43 100.0% 20 46.5% 

Hispanic 18 100.0% 12 66.7% 

 Caucasian 480 100.0% 295 61.5% 
College Ready:  Gender 

    Male 314 100.0% 188 59.9% 

Female 323 100.0% 202 62.5% 

College Ready: Status 
    Part-Time 176 100.0% 98 55.7% 

Full-Time 461 100.0% 292 63.3% 
College Ready: Age 

    Traditional 541 100.0% 339 62.7% 

Non-Traditional    96 100.0% 51 53.1% 

 
Conclusion 
 
A large percentage of students permanently left the 
College within their first year without graduating or 
transferring.  This first year is crucial to student 
success as the rate of attrition slows after the first year 

for both groups of students (total cohort and College-

ready students).   

 

If you have further questions on this report, please 
contact Leon Hill at hlhill@mc3.edu. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


