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Q.  You attended Montgomery County Community College’s 
Police Academy.  Please share with us your reflections on that 
experience.   What attracted you to the community college?
A. A major factor in my decision to attend Montgomery County 
Community College’s Police Academy was its affordability.  It 
was a wonderful program that enabled me to attend the acad-
emy at night while keeping full-time day employment.  One of 
the biggest challenges was physical training outside at night.  I 
can still see that cold, long running path that we used to train 
on.
Q. Pennsylvania’s community colleges educate and train the 
majority of first emergency responders across the Common-
wealth. This is just one example of the unique role of com-
munity colleges.  How can community colleges best tell their 
story to legislators and other policymakers?
A.  The biggest impact will be local success stories.  Find any 
unknown success stories and highlight them.  Personal stories 
have a huge impact on legislators and policymakers.  Data 
on graduation rates and job placement is great to have, but if 
you’re able to put a face and a personal story with something, it 
will create a more lasting impression.
Q. What role do you think community colleges can play as 
partner with the Administration and legislature in strengthen-
ing the state’s economy?
A.  I am lucky to have Montgomery County Community Col-
lege in my area. Its administration, faculty, staff and students 
are constantly engaged with us, not only on issues affecting the 
college, but also on community events.  They have provided 
use of their facility for several community events, including 
public hearings that I’ve hosted.  Dr. Karen Stout, President of 
Montgomery County Community College, has been a wonder-
ful community resource.  She is very attuned to what is going 
on throughout the community.
     Community colleges play a very special and unique role in 
the local communities.  They help the economy by providing 
an affordable education, offering flexible class schedules, and 
enabling students to obtain an education, while still working 
part or full time.  With the downturn in the economy, com-
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munity colleges have been a vital resource to those who are 
unemployed and choose to go back to school for a different 
career path.
Q. What issues are most important to you as a legislator?  
What do you see as priorities for the Commonwealth?  
A.  As a legislator, one of my most important roles is to rein in 
government spending.  At a time when the economy is down 
and people are unemployed, we’ve had to look at ways to 
lessen spending.  It would be unfair to expect the residents of 
Pennsylvania, who have had to tighten their own budgets, to 
pay more to the state on out-of-control spending.
     It’s also very important for any elected or government official 
to communicate with his/her constituents on issues that will 
affect them and programs that are available to them.  The state 
bureaucracy can be very overwhelming.  Part of my job is help-
ing my constituents navigate that process and also to represent 
their wants and needs in Harrisburg.  I represent a great com-
munity in Montgomery County and it’s important for me to be a 
voice for the issues that are affecting them.
Q. Having experienced a community college first hand, what 
are the most important services community colleges provide 
to students and to their surrounding communities?
A. Community colleges are great community resources.  They 
often host events, for both students and community residents.  
The most important service they provide is enabling local resi-
dents to achieve affordable, higher education. The education 
resources are an important part of improving the economy and 
revitalizing a community’s business climate.  

Rep. Mike Vereb represents the 
150th district in Pennsylvania.  He 
is a MCCC Police Academy Gradu-
ate and this summer, was named 
to their Alumni Hall of Fame.  We 
wanted to ask him about his ex-

perience at a community college,  
why he chose to attend MCCC 

and the importance of commu-
nity colleges in the state. 

Here’s what he had to say:

 

In 2006, Mike A. Vereb was elected to the Pennsylvania 
House of Representatives for the 150th legislative district, 

and he currently serves as House Republican Caucus 
Secretary for the 2011-2012 legislative session. After 

graduating from the Montgomery County Municipal Police 
Academy, he spent 20 years in law enforcement and 
corporate security, including 10 years with the West 

Conshohocken Police Department. Rep. Vereb also served as 
Assistant Fire Marshal for the Norristown Fire Department.
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