
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Takeaways 

 

 Students in ENG 101 
experienced a lower 
overall success rate in 
Spring 2011 than in 
four prior spring 
semesters. 
 

 

 Students who tested 
into ENG 101 via the 
new Accuplacer test 
scores are just as 
successful when 
compared to the overall 
course success rate 
during Spring 2011. 
 

 

 ENG 101 success rates 
differ depending on the 
WritePlacer score the 
student receives. 
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English Placement Changes:  Spring 2011 Update 
 

The English department continues its commitment to student learning and 

student success by maintaining its recent placement testing revisions. As a 

reminder, the Accuplacer cut scores for placing into ENG 101 were lowered 

from 101 to 86.  In addition, students were given the option to retest using 

WritePlacer, an electronic essay exam.  Students who scored a four (4) or 

higher on the retest were placed into ENG 101 as well.  The stated hypothesis 

for this experiment was as follows:  Students who are now placed in college-

level courses with the revised Accuplacer cut scores or with the WritePlacer 

retest would do as well as those students who placed into those courses based 

on the former cut scores. 

 
 
Updated Accuplacer Scores for English 101 

 

During the Fall 2010 semester students who tested between 86 and 100 
had a success rate of 69.0%; the overall success rate for English 101 was 
69.3%.  This suggested that students during the Fall 2010  timeframe were 
just as successful in ENG 101 as students who had placed into the course 
either through the higher cut scores. 

 
The success rates for ENG 101 the last five spring semesters are listed 
below in Table 1. 
 
 

Table 1:  
Success 
ENG 101 

Spring 
2007 

Spring 
2008 

Spring 
2009 

Spring 
2010 

Spring 
2011 

Success 
% 

64.4% 67.6% 64.7% 66.3% 59.3% 

Success 
# 

866 1062 1079 1197 1005 

 
 
The success rates, as a whole for ENG 101, have been up and down since 
Spring 2007.  However, last spring was the first time that the success rate 
dipped to under 60%. 
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For Spring 2011, the success rates of those who 
enrolled via the new cut scores as well as by 
WritePlacer in ENG 101 were analyzed to determine if 
the trend resulting from the revised placement held for 
the Spring semester (see Table 2). 
 
Table 2:  
ENG 101 
Success 
Rates 

 
Success 
Rate 

# 
Success 

Non-
Success 
Rate 

#Non-
Success  

New English 
Cut Scores 
(86-100) 

59% 148 41% 104 

Former Cut 
Scores (101 
or higher) 

67% 129 33% 63 

WritePlacer 
(4 or higher) 

55% 117 45% 97 

Total ENG 
101 Success 
Rate 

59% 1005 41% 696 

Note:  The overall success rates in ENG 101 are for students who placed into 
the course by way of the new or former cut scores, placed via WritePlacer, 
were exempt from the placement testing, or who had transitioned from ENG 
011 to ENG101. 

 
For those students who scored between 86-100 on the 
Accuplacer test had a 59% success rate in ENG 101, 
which was comparable to the overall course success 
rate.  However, those students who tested into ENG 101 
under the former cut score had a success rate of 67%, 
eight points higher than those in the new cut score 
range. 
 
WritePlacer Placement 
 
Students who placed into developmental English could 
retest using WritePlacer.  The WritePlacer scores are as 
follows: 
 

 0-1=Placement English 010 

 2-3=Placement English 011 

 4 or higher=Placement English 101 

There were 242 students who used the WritePlacer to 

retest for Spring 2011.  The largest percentage score  

(38%) were those that scored a “5.”    

Two groups were assessed on the WritePlacer.  The 
first group of students who placed into ENG 101 via the 

WritePlacer exam (n=214) with scores of 4 or 
higher.  This group of students had a success rate of 
55% (n=117); this was 4 points lower than the 
overall ENG 101 success rate of 59%. In addition, 
students who scored a 5 or higher had a success rate 
three points higher (58%) than those who scored in 
the 4 or higher range (n=77). 
 
The data suggests that just half (50%) of the 
students who scored a 4 on Writeplacer were 
successful in ENG 101 while the other half were not 
successful.  Those who scored with a “4” were nine 
points below the overall success rate of the course. 
 
Summary  
 
The data suggests that students placing into ENG 
101 based on the placement testing revisions were 
not as successful in Spring 2011 as the students who 
placed in Fall 2010.   In the fall semester, students 
who placed into ENG 101 based on the new cut 
scores and the WritePlacer exam in some cases did 
better than the overall success rates of the course.   
 
In the spring, students who placed into ENG 101 via 
the new cut scores were just as successful in the 
overall course, but those who took the WritePlacer 
test, while successful, did not compare to the overall 
course success rate. In addition, those who scored a 
“4” on the WritePlacer were only 50% successful in 
ENG 101.  
 
Implications 
 
Since there are just two semesters of data on which 
to analyze the new initiatives, the College will need 
to continue to monitor the new cut scores to ensure 
students who place into this range are as 
academically successful as those who place into the 
course through the former cut scores.   
 
Was the prior spring semester an anomaly in terms 
of lower success rates across the board as well with 
the new cut scores and WritePlacer assessment?  Or, 
will the success rates from Fall 2011 resemble those 
from Fall 2010 in terms of students performing at a 
higher rate of success, especially for those students 
that chose to retest via WritePlacer? 
 

 


