
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Takeaways 

 
 

 Students continue to 
transfer to other 
institutions in large 
numbers.  

 
 Certain colleges 

produce a higher 
proportion of 
graduates than other 
institutions. 
 

 Students are less likely 
to graduate from “for-
profit” colleges. 
 

 Students who graduate 
from the College are 
more likely to graduate 
from their transfer 
college than those who 
do not graduate from 
Montgomery County 
Community College.  
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Introduction  

 

Transfer of our students to other colleges and universities is part of the 

mission of the College and is an indicator of student success.  Therefore, a 

comprehensive study of former students was completed to analyze their 

transfer patterns and their success at their transfer institutions.   

 

The full narrative is located on the College Portal; directions on how to 

access the documents are located at the end of this report. 

 

Methodology 

 

The method of analyzing these data are different than the federal government 

(IPEDS) calculation of graduation rates which follows a cohort of first-time 

full-time students who transfer after three years of their enrollment.  For this 

study, we looked at the date of when a student was last enrolled at, or 

graduated from, the College.  From this point of last enrollment, information 

was submitted to the National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) to ascertain if 

there was a “hit” of where a student may have transferred after leaving the 

College. Five fiscal years (2005-2010) were analyzed for this study. 

 

Students who were dual enrolled in both the College and another 

postsecondary institution, or students who were exclusively enrolled during 

the summer sessions, were not part of this analysis.  Also, the focus of the 

study was only on those students who transferred to a four-year college. 

 

Results 

 

Top Transfer Colleges 

 

The data shows that the top ten institutions at which our students enrolled 

after leaving the College were: 

 

1.  Temple University 

2.  West Chester University 

3.  Penn State University (all campuses) 

4.  Gwynedd-Mercy College 

5.  Drexel University 
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6.  University of Phoenix 
7.  Kutztown University 
8.  Arcadia University 
9.  Chestnut Hill College 
10.  DeVry University 
 
Top Graduation Producers 
 
The NSC also provides information as to whether or 
not students have graduated from their transfer 
institution.  The total graduation rates for Top 
Transfer Institutions, as well as graduation rates by 
each fiscal year, are available in the full report.  Two of 
these graduation rates are provided in Tables 1 & 2 
below: the overall graduation rate for all MCCC 
transferees (FY 05-10) and the graduation rate for FY 
2005.  Those who graduated or left MCCC in FY 2005 
have had the greatest amount of time to transfer and 
graduate of those in this study.  The FY 2005 
graduation rate therefore helps to identify institutions 
whose total graduation rate may be lower because 
transfer students take longer to graduate and those 
institutions that consistently have low graduation 
rates.  It is interesting to note that while a large 
number of students do transfer to Temple, West 
Chester, and Gwynedd-Mercy, those institutions do not 
necessarily have a high total graduation rate.          
 
Table 1: Grad Rate at a Few Top Transfer Institutions 
College Total 

Transferred 
Total 
Graduated 

Total Grad 
Rate 

FY 05 
Grad Rate 

Temple 2530 1199 47% 70% 
West 
Chester 

1006 407 40% 60% 

Gwynedd-
Mercy 

710 279 39% 53% 

Univ. of 
Phoenix 

434 92 21% 30% 

DeVry 231 15 6% 8% 

 

On the other hand, there are colleges that are 
consistently graduating a greater proportion of our 
former students. 

 
Table 2: Institutions with Large Graduation Rates 
College Total 

Transferred 
Total 
Graduated 

Total Grad 
Rate 

FY 05 
Grad Rate 

Thomas 
Jefferson 

187 130 70% 75% 

Eastern 200 128 64% 85% 
LaSalle 204 119 58% 68% 
Villanova 208 120 58% 72% 
Cabrini 194 109 56% 77% 
Penn State 717 363 51% 66% 

 

While most of these colleges do not necessarily have 

the critical mass of students as the top transfer 
institutions (not including Penn State), former MCCC 
students who do attend these institutions do seem to 
graduate in larger percentages. 
 
To Graduate or Not to Graduate? 
 
One of the more compelling findings was uncovered 
when we examined graduation success at the transfer 
institution by whether or not the student had 
graduated from Montgomery County Community 
College before transferring.    
 
We analyzed whether students who did not graduate 
from Montgomery County Community College, 
transferred, and graduated from the transfer 
institution had similar success as those former 
students that had graduated from the College, 
transferred, and subsequently graduated from their 
transfer institution. 
 
The data indicated the following:  those that first 
graduate from MCCC were more likely to graduate 
from their transfer institution than those who did not 
graduate from the College and subsequently 
transferred.   
 
Implications 
 
A large number of our former students do continue 
their studies at four-year institutions.  While 
transferring is important, so is their ultimate 
graduation from those institutions.  The data suggests 
that students who do transfer to most of the “favorite” 
institutions are taking longer to graduate from their 
transfer institution, while students at the other 
colleges are progressing much more quickly to 
graduation.  Furthermore, students who continue at 
the for-profit colleges generally have the lowest 
graduation rates. 
 
Probably the most compelling “nugget” from the 
analysis indicates that students who graduate from the 
College have a better chance at graduating from their 
transfer institution.   
 
This “brief” provided just a few of the highlights of the 
full report.   To access the document on the College 
Portal page, use the following path: 
 
Faculty and Staff Resources/Institutional Effectiveness 
& Enrollment Management/IR College 
Reports/Transfer Report/FY2005-FY2010. 
 
 


