
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Takeaways 

 
 Only a small percentage of 

seats and students are 
considered “Late 
Registration.” 

 
 Regular Registration seats 

had a 69% success while 
Late Registration seats had 
a 59% success rate in both 
Fall 2010 & 2011. 
 

 The Fall to Spring 
Persistence rate was lower 
for “All Late” students as 
compared to “All Regular” 
and “Mixed.” 
 

 While Term GPAs are 
lower for “All Late” 
students, approximately 
half have Term GPAs of 
2.00 or higher. 
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Introduction     
At the Spring 2012 Faculty Professional Day, faculty raised the concern 
that Late Registration may negatively affect student success.  A Faculty 
Inquiry Group was established to examine whether or not Late 
Registration does affect student success.  As part of this inquiry, success 
of Late Registration students at MCCC was examined.  
 
Methodology 
The Faculty Inquiry Group agreed upon the following definitions for the 
Late Registration analysis (full explanations are available in the full 
report):  

1. This analysis focused on students enrolled in the examined 
terms; this was not a cohort based analysis. 

2. Late Start classes were not included. 
3. Dual Enrollment students were not included. 
4. Courses that were dropped before the end of the drop/add period 

were not included. 
5. Records in which a student registered on or after the day that a 

course began were considered to be “Late Registration” records. 
6. The Attendance Inquiry Group felt that students who changed 

sections after the first day of class should still be considered “Late 

Registrants” as they are late additions to that particular class.   
7. Official registration, not student behavior, was analyzed.  

Therefore, if a student registered for a class during regular 
registration but did not attend his or her first class, that seat 
would still be considered as a “Regular Registration” seat as the 
student had officially enrolled before the class began.     

 
Results 
Results were analyzed in two ways: by seat and by student.  
 
By Seat 
Only 5% (n= 2,028) of Fall 2010 seats were filled by those who 
registered late for that class; 95% (n= 36,889) of the Fall 2010 seats 
were registered before the class began.  The Fall 2011 semester had a 
slightly higher percentage of Late Registration seats with 7% (n=2,697); 
93% (n=34,906) of Fall 2011 seats were registered during Regular 
Registration.     
  
In both Fall 2010 and Fall 2011, Regular Registration seats had a 
success rate of 69% and Late Registration seats had a success rate of 
59%. 
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Success rates in courses with a high overall 
enrollment or a high number of late registrants 
were also examined.   Overall, the results by course 
were inconclusive. Some courses had higher success 
rates for the Regular Registration seats while other 
courses had similar success rates or a higher Late 
Registration success rate in at least one of the two 
terms.  However, even the high enrollment courses 
did not have large numbers of Late Registration 
seats. 
 
By Student: Persistence and Term GPA 
Students were divided into three categories: those 
who registered for all of their classes during regular 
registration (“All Regular”), those who signed up for 
all of their classes late (“All Late”), and those who 
signed up for some classes during regular 
registration and some classes late (“Mixed”). 
 
Again, the numbers of Late Registration students 
were fairly low.  In Fall 2010, 89% (n=11,869) of 
students were “All Regular,” 4% (n=510) were “All 
Late,” and 7% (n=900) were a “Mixed.”  In Fall 2011, 
86% (n=11,329) were “All Regular,” 6% (n=756) 
were “All Late,” and 8% (n=1,035) were “Mixed.” 
 
Persistence 
“All Regular” and “Mixed” registration students had 
similar levels of Fall to Spring persistence: 71% of 
“All Regular” students persisted in Fall 2010 and 
72% persisted in Fall 2011, and 76% of Mixed 
registration students persisted in both Fall terms.  
Although the persistence of “All Late” students was 
lower, 44% persisted in Fall 2010 and 49% 
persisted in Fall 2011.    
 
Term GPA 
In both the Fall 2010 and Fall 2011 semesters, those 
who registered for all of their classes during 
Regular registration and those who had a Mixed 
registration had a fairly similar percentage of 
students in each Term GPA category.  Students who 
registered for all of their classes late were less 
successful in the Fall 2010 and Fall 2011 terms, but 
many still succeeded.   
 
In Fall 2010, 44% of “All Late” students had a Term 
GPA of Less than 1.00 (compared to 21% of “All 
Regular” and “Mixed”) and 33% all Late students 
had a Term GPA 3.00+ (compared to 42% of 

“Mixed” and 46% of “All Regular”).  Nearly half (49%) 
of “All Late” students had a Term GPA of 2.00+ 
(compared to 69% All Regular and 67% Mixed). 
 
In Fall 2011, 41% of “All Late” students had a Term 
GPA of Less than 1.00 (compared to 18% of “Mixed” 
and 22% of “All Regular) and 33% again had a Term 
GPA 3.00+ (compared to 40% of “Mixed” and 45% of 
“All Regular”).  Just over half (51%) of “All Late” 
students had a Term GPA of 2.00+ (compared to 69% 
for “All Regular” and 70% for “Mixed”).     
 
New and Returning Students 
Success data was also analyzed by whether or not the 
Late Registration Seat or “All Late” student was new to 
the College in the fall or summer.  In Fall 2010, Late 
Registration seats filled by new students had a slightly 
higher success rate as compared to Late Registration 
seats filled by returning students (64% to 57%).  In 
Fall 2011, Late Registration seats of those who were 
previously enrolled at the College had a success rate of 
60% compared to 57% success for Late Registration 
seats of new students. 
 
“All Late” new students in Fall 2010 did have a slightly 
lower Term GPA, with 48% of new students earning 
Less than 1.00 compared to 42% of returning “All 
Late” students.  50% of returning “All Late” students 
earned a 2.00+ compared to 46% of new “All Late” 
students.  “All Late” new students in Fall 2011 had a 
similar Term GPA to returning students: 41% of 
returning and 40% of new “All Late” students had 
Term GPAs of Less than 1.00, and 50% of returning 
and 52% of new students had Term GPAs of 2.00+.  
 

Implications 

Students register late for a variety of reasons, some of 
which are under their control, and some of which are 
not.  For example, some may have had a last minute 
schedule change that allowed them to attend the 
College or pick up an additional class.  Others may 
have been hoping to attend a four-year university but 
only recently discovered that they were not able to do 
so, and some may have delayed registration for 
financial reasons.  In analyzing these data, the majority 
of students who register late are still succeeding in 
their classes, and a large percentage of students are 
persisting at the College.   
 

The full report, as well as reactions to the study from the 
larger faculty community, can be found at the following 
site:  https://mymccc.mc3.edu/committee/AIT/default.aspx 
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