
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Takeaways 

 
 Students can move 

directly into college-level 
courses based on new  
Accuplacer and 
exemption scores. 

 
 The percentage of new 

students placing into 
developmental Math has 
been relatively 
consistence the last three 
fall semesters. 

 
 The percentage of new 

students placing into 
developmental English 
has decreased 
significantly since Fall 
2009. 

 
 A holistic placement 

assessment is being 
explored which will allow 
students to demonstrate 
competency through the 
use of high school 
transcripts, AP courses, 
and SAT/ACT scores. 
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Reviewing College Student Readiness 
 

Our work with the Student Success Initiative (SSI)focused on various 
curriculum modifications in order to help students become successful.   
Part of this work has been reevaluating our testing and placement scores, 
as well as reviewing exemptions of placement testing based on scores from 
other tests.  The focus of this research brief revisits the modifications we  
made with our testing procedures and the number of students who may 
now be able to begin their coursework in college-level courses rather than 
starting their educational journey in the developmental sequence.    
 
Math 
 
The range of Accuplacer scores for Arithmetic placement, prior to Spring 
2010 was 20 – 72; the range for placement was narrowed to 20 – 54. 
Beginning Algebra Accuplacer placement is now 55- 120. Presently, the 
math department is considering a pilot to assess lowering the Beginning 
Algebra cut-off score. 
 
English 
 
The English Accuplacer score for placing into ENG 101 was lowered from 
101 to 86.  Currently, new students are being tested with WritePlacer, an 
electronic essay exam, in order to assess their English competency.  
Students who score a 4 or higher on this test are placed into ENG 101. 
 
Exemptions 
 
Students may also be exempted from placement testing based on their 
scores on other tests or if they have credentials from other institutions of 
higher learning.  Examples of these tests include:  SAT, ACT, Keystone (high 
school exams), CLEP tests, etc.   In addition, if a student has earned an 
Associate’s degree, or higher, or can provide evidence on their college 
transcripts that shows course equivalent competency, these individuals 
are also exempted from placement testing. 
 
Students Affected By Changes 

 
With the new Accuplacer cut scores, and students providing evidence of 
exemptions, we reviewed if there were any changes in the numbers and 
percentage of new students who were placing into developmental Math 
and English.  The focus of this brief is focused only on new students to the 
College during the fall semesters. 
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Math 
 
The chart below depicts the rates of new students 
placing into developmental Math. 

 

 
Over five semesters, the numbers and percentage of 
students who have tested into a developmental Math 
course (i.e., MAT 010 or MAT 011; including the “B” 
courses) has decreased.  Five years ago, nearly 41% of 
new students placed into a developmental math course, 
last fall, less than one-third of students new to the 
College placed into these developmental math courses.  
Over the last three fall semesters, the percentage of 
new students placing into developmental math has 
been relatively stable.   
 
Success rates of those who previously would have 
placed into MAT 011 under the old scores, in MAT 100 
the rates is 51% (55% for the entire course), while the 
success rate in MAT 106 was 43% (48% for the entire 
course). 
 
English 

 
The next graph represents the percentage of new 
students placing into developmental English. The 
decrease of students placing into developmental 
English has been significant.  During Fall 2008 and Fall 
2009, on average, 40% of new students placed into one 
of the developmental English courses (i.e., ENG 010 or 
ENG 011). During Fall 2010, the Accuplacer scores were 

lowered to a score of 86 from 101.   This 
modification of the cut scores permitted 

 
students who would have previously been placed in 
ENG 011 to begin their college-level course work.   
The number of students placing into developmental 
English continues to decrease as the Writeplacer 
exam is now utilized to place students.  Those 
students with a score of 4 or higher on this 
competency exam can go directly into a college-level 
English course. 
 
Success data in ENG 101 courses during the Fall 
2011 semester indicated that those who placed in 
the 86-100 Accuplacer range had a success rate of 
65%, while those who scored 101 or higher had a 
rate of success of 68%.  Also, those that had a 
WritePlacer score of 4 or higher had a success rate of 
65% in ENG 101.  The overall success rate in ENG 
101 was 64% 
 
Next Stepts:  Holistic Placement 
 
Currently, placement is based on a single test score 
and little attention is given to a student’s high school 
curriculum. A holistic placement assessment is being 
explored by faculty which will include the evaluation 
of the high school transcript as a means for 
demonstrating academic competency. This 
evaluation will include the cumulative GPA, level of 
difficulty of the curriculum (honors and/or AP), and 
the length of time in the honors curriculum. This 
new approach will allow advisors the opportunity to 
gather a more holistic and complete picture of a 
student’s academic background and use multiple 
measures as a means for a more accurate and 
appropriate placement.   
 


