
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Takeaways 

 
 

 Unduplicated 
enrollment increase of 
49% from 2008-2009 
to 2011-2012. 

 
 High rates of success 

and retention in 
college-level courses. 

 
 Dual enrolled students 

matriculate to the 
College after high 
school graduation at a 
higher rate than all 
graduating seniors. 

 
 Future plans are to 

create specific 
pathways for dual 
credit students to 
complete college 
certificates and degree 
programs. 
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Dual Enrollment: An Overview 
 
In 2005-2006, Montgomery County Community College began a pilot 
project offering dual credit courses at local high schools in an effort to 
extend our reach, as a first step in providing greater access to higher 
education.  The instructional delivery methods included 1) high school 
students enrolling in courses at Central Campus, West Campus and/or e-
Learning; 2) College faculty instructing courses onsite at the home 
institutions; and 3) high school teachers who meet the qualifications of 
adjunct instructors teaching courses under the mentorship of a College 
appointed Dual Credit Faculty Liaison.    
 
During the initial pilot in 2005-2006 academic year, 230 high school 
students enrolled in dual credit (DC) courses offered onsite at their 
respective high schools, taught by either DC high school teachers or College 
faculty at 5 different school districts.  Since the pilot project launch, there 
has been an enrollment growth of unduplicated students. Headcount has 
increased by 49% over four years while credits generated has grown by 
51% over the same time period (see Chart 1).   

 
Chart 1:  Unduplicated Enrollment of Dual Credit Students 
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College-Level Success and Retention 
 
Looking across five fall semesters, the rates of success 
and retention of Dual enrolled students are in the 90 
percent range (see Table 2).  These students not only 
remain enrolled in courses at a large rate, but are also 
successful in their college-level courses. 

Table 2 

Semester 

DE Success 

Rate 

Retention 

Rate 

Total Number 

of Students 

Fall 2008 92% 98% 1232 

Fall 2009 91% 98% 1321 

Fall 2010 95% 99% 1412 

Fall 2011 95% 99% 1659 

Fall 2012 91% 98% 935 

 
Course Success Rates 

English 101 and Psychology 101 are two of the highly 
enrolled courses for these students.  Below are  the 
success rates in these courses for these students (see 
tables 3 and 4). 

Table 3:  Success Rates in English 101 

Semester Success Rate Total Number 
of Students 

Fall 2008 85% 40 

Fall 2009 90% 50 

Fall 2010 93% 88 

Fall 2011 95% 118 

Fall 2012 93% 127 

 

Table 4:  Success Rates in Psychology 101 

Semester Success Rate Total Number 
of Students 

Fall 2008 92% 94 

Fall 2009 82% 121 

Fall 2010 93% 82 

Fall 2011 98% 105 

Fall 2012 96% 90 

 
Overall, students who are Dual enrolled are being 
successful in their overall college-level courses, but 
also, in this example, in highly enrolled courses. 
 
Matriculation 
Through their dual enrollment experience, students 
experience firsthand the quality and value of education 
at Montgomery County Community College. As a result, 
many dual enrollment students are choosing to 
 

continue at the College after high school graduation. 
 The percentage of dual enrollment students who 
matriculate to MCCC after high school graduation, on 
average, is higher than the overall matriculation rate for 
high school graduates in the College’s service area.   
 
Chart 2:  High School Matriculation Rates 

 
 
Success After Matriculation 
While it seems students succeed in their Dual Enrollment 
courses, we also wanted to discern if students who had 
graduated from their high school as dual enrollment 
students, and entered the College the subsequent semester, 
were being successful.  Table 5 provides these students 
course success rates, first-term gpa, and first-term average 
credits attempted. 
 
Table 5:  Success Indicators 
Semester Total 

Students 
Total 
Course 
Success 
Rates 

First-Term 
GPA* 

Average 
Credits 
Attempted* 

Fall 2010 195 69% 2.46 9.54 
Fall 2011 188 73% 2.38 9.80 
Fall 2012 254 76% 2.53 9.80 
*Does not include developmental credit or grades. 

 
Overall, the course success rate has increased the last three 
semesters, while the first-semester gpa has rebounded from 
fall 2011.  On average, students are taking approximately 10 
college-level credits each semester. 
 
Next Steps 
Future plans for Dual Enrollment include: 1) a partnership 
with Phoenixville High School to create a College Pathway 
Academy for Health Professions which will include an 
opportunity for high school students to earn up to twenty-
one college credits; 2) partnering with Upper Moreland to 
create the 2-1-2 model in which high school students may 
earn approximately 30 credits during their last two years of 
high school, complete one year at MCCC after they graduate 
from high school, and transfer to a four year college for two 
years to complete a bachelor’s degree; and 3) building upon 
the success of a pilot program in which students at 
Souderton High School completed a developmental Math 
course during their senior year in high school, the College 
will be partnering with Hatboro-Horsham and Upper 
Dublin High Schools to expand the developmental Math 
program.       


